THE SOCIALIST P ART Y OF GREAT BRITAIN . 

REPORT OP THE PROCEEDINGS OP THE 45th ANNUAL CONFERENCE HELD AT CONWAY HALL? RED LION 

square; lokdqn.-'.o.i. on Friday ; Saturday and Sunday apri l 15th. 16th and 17 th 1949 . 

The General Secretary called the conference to order at ll.lO.a.m. 

Chairman . R . McDowall . 

Vice-Chairman W. Wat ers . 

Tellers . Howard and Alley. 

Item., (l) E.C. Meetings. - no action. 

Item (.2) E.C. Attendances. - no action. 

(2) BRANCHES AND MEMBERSHIP . 

(a) Central Bran ch - no action. 

( b ) Report of Central Organiser . 

RESOLUTION - Lawrence ( Blooms bury) Andrews ( Southend) "That this conference recommends 
Branches not to hold unduly large balances in their Branch funds". 

Resolution carried 29-17. 

(c) New Branches - No action. 

(d) Expulsion . 

RESOLUTION - (Hackney Branch) "That conroary to the E.C. 's decision this Conference 
positively asserts that any member holding viows contrary to the 
Declaration of Principles does by holding such views constitute action 
detrimental to the interests of the Party" 

Hackney opened by saying that we could not have in the Party members holding views 
contrary to our principles. If we did we could have members with pro-capitalist ideas, 
denying tho class struggle etc. Applicants for membership had to agroo with our 
principles, but if we had members disagreeing with thorn there would be considerable 
confusion with would-be members. If wo think our principles are incorrect we should 
change them but not allow members to remain in who disagree with them. 

Manchester opposed the resolution and said that we must always be prepared to o-amine 
the correctness of our principles in tho light of changing conditions, otherwise we 
will become a dogmatic sect with the founder members holding a permanent mandate, over 
tho Party. Membo.s who disagree with our principles should be given freedom to 
criticise. South West London supported the resolution and argued that the Party was 
built on the Declaration of Principles and a manber who did not agree with them should 
bo put outside tho Party. Bloomsbuty held that Hackney was roally concerned with 
members attacking the Party in public. If this resolution were carried we should be 
dabbling in'Dangorous ■ thoughts* and those who thought differently on our principles 
would be put outside. There are opposing viows in the Party on Trade Unions and also 
on the past war when some members considered that an Allied Victory was preferable to 
a Nazi victory Croydon considered that any diversion from our Principles is a danger 
to the Party as we use them as a guide, but if our principlos are at Fault we should 
change thorn. Fulham asked how it would be possible to alter the Declaration of 
Principlos if all who did not agree with them were sent out of the Party. A matter of 
over forty years standing should surely be subject to discussion. Edgwaro supported 
the resolution and said that if members held views contrary to our principles the work 
cf the Party would bo hindered and the Party would continually be occupied with useless 
discussion. If tho EC did not consider that it was detrimental to Party interests for 
members to hold views contrary to our principles why did they ask a marcher who volunteered 
for the Armed forces to resign ? West Ham claimed that the resolution was 
unnecessary as our rules already covered questions of discipline adequately. If a 
member violently disagrees with us the present rules could deal with it. Islington 
said that branches need not waste their time with long discussions with members 
disagreeing with the principles. Members who disagree with us in the end invariably 
lea^e. If this resolution were carried wo should have to have careful interpretation 
of each part of the Declaration of Principles. Another Bloomsbury delegate pointed 
out that in the past we had had members who had interpretated the Declaration of 
Principles very differently to themajority of the Party but they had not been expelled. If 
the resolution were carried members would bo reluctant to discuss issues involving 
controversial interpretation of our Principles. An EC member said that the EC had tried 
to draw a line between thinking and acting. Hackney's aim was sound, they wanted a 
Rarty in which members agreed with each other but their resolution would not have that 
effect. Would they for example, charge members who submitted e-rticles to the Editorial 
Committee which shewed an unsound basis. If the threat of expulsion is held over members 
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they will not voice their views arc! they will go uncorrected. Newport supported 
resolution. The delegate said that if we permitted members to disagree with the 
p inciplos we had no reason to exclude from membership applicants who disagreed with them. 
Ai a ECmember said that the fault was that of the EC. Tho real case against the member 
of Hackney Branch w,s that he nad expressed viev/s contrary to the Party principles 
in public and therefore had worded their resolution to Hackney badly. Another EC i 
niombor said that all issues of party controversy were tied up with the Declaration 
of Principles and ho gave examples of Spain and the las# war. The party would die 
without discussion. If we accept tho resolution we should always be in tho position 
of e polling a minority. A further EC member said that acceptance of the Declaration 
of Principles was the test for applicants. It contained the minimum and the maximum. 
Another EC member said that even if carried the resolution could hot be put into 
operation as there wore no moans by which tho views of members could bo esta v lished 
unless they expressed them. This resolution would turn the Declaration of Principles 
into a dry script. Wo want our principles to remain a living document. A second 
Hackney delegate said that tho real 'Dangerous thoughts' today were those by which the 
working cla.ss supported Ca italism. 

Tho resolution was lost 29-50. 

Record of voting .For:- Bradford Croydon Da rtf or d Edgwaro Ha clr.no y Newport (l) Paddington 

St. Pan eras Southend and S7 London. 

Against:- Bloomsbury Ealing Pulhom Glasgow Islington Kingston Lewisham 
Leyton Manchester Mary lob one Palmers Green West Ham, Woolwich. Abstained - Tottenham. 

RESOLUTION Guy and Lccho (Lewisham) "That this conference endorses the EC's action 
with regard, to Comrade Ross". 

DEFERRING RESOLUTION : — . Robert son(Hackney ) Kerr (West Ham)"That consideration of the 

resolution be deferred to the Delegate meeting" Lost 14-09. 

The resolution was carried 27-19. 

(c) 3, J. STACEY . 

RESOLUTION - Ealing Branch" Tht this conference considers it detrimental to the Party's 
interests for a member to voluntarily join tho Forces(ie Army Navy and 
Police Forces) and a member so doing shall be lapsed". 

Amendment 1. Ealing and Lewisham" That the words ' and police' bo deleted". 

" 2. Hackney, Paddington and Croydon"That the word ' lapsed ' be deleted and the 

word' expelled ' inserted. 

" 3. S.W. London" That the words 'Bo lapsed' be deleted and the words 'automatically 

cease membership' be inserted" 

" 4. Bloomsbury" That this conference considers that any member who voluntarily 

( ie other than conscripted) joins tho fighting forces (Army Navy and Air 
Force) automatically terminates his or her membership of the Party". 

" 5. Glasgow" That this conference recommends that any member of tho SPGB 

voluntarily join.ing tho armed forces be expelled". 

Ealing opened by saying that the Branch now considered that the resolution and amendments 
were out of order in that they conflicted with Party rules and that they could not 
now support the ir own motion. Tho chairman ruled that the resilution and amendments v.’ere 
in order . 

RESOLUTION : - Berras -nd Critchf ield(Ealing ) "That the chairman leave the chair" 

lost by a large majority. 

Mary lob one were in favour of the automatic cessation of membership when members volunteer 
for the forces. Haw can we say we oppose the war when members volunteer for the forces ? 
There should be a general rule and cases should not be judged on their alleged merits. 
Esgware said that we expelled members who joined the Labour Party to which we were 
opposed and this surely should apply to the armed forces. Conscripts may bo unable to 
avoid service but volunteers go: without pressure. The General Seciotary gave an account 
of tho attitude of the Party on this question previously. In the 1914/18 war the 
attitude was to judge each case on its merits from tho point of view of the economic 
pressure to which thonembor was subject. This was of course before conscription was 
introduced. Some members had been expelled and in other cases the EC then had refused to 
ratify expulsion by Branches. Hackney claimed that it was an embarrassment to 

thb ‘ ■’Party rif q mb o r s ' : ve luM e er for the forces. South West London asked Hackney what 
difference was there in principle between members in the forces and those making 
armaments. Hackney replied that although there was little choice Socialists as munition 
workers could justify their position. Workers had .very little choice when the firms for 
which they worked turned over to armaments. Tho armed forces are used to subjugate 
the working class. An EC member opposed the resolution and amendments on thegrounds 
that they conflicted with Party rule and wore a violation of the rights of membership. 
Members were never turned out of the Party except by tho operation of Party rule and this 
resolution and amendments introduced a new principle. However a member acted contrary 
to the interests of the Party he had the right so far to defend himself at his Branch 
when charged or at a Delegate meeting or conference. 
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Croydon Branch in support of their a^jon^rae^tpciaj.s^3. _|ha’t the lapsing of members only 
operated where non-payment of. dues is concerned. A Hackney delegate said that political 
activity was impossible for member *>**. 
revolutionary organisation and it is inconsistent, for us to be members " of forces that 
exist to defend that to which wo "&rc opposed. r Leyton idrged,:th-at: :-jt,^as- 1C .posr slblierffbr s) 



hig .^ctioh ^Q, £i th ; e part y^in t the light, qf hi'Sribvto /particular circumstance s'Q'lC Glasgow said 
that' siiice placing their anondmei 


mendmen t on- the agonda, their attitude had- changed and they 


now considered that each case bo judged on- -its- merit s'." A Bloomsbury, delegate-; _ . > [ 

said that a lino had to drawn between the police force and .the armed,; force s'7 ras^a v ‘me’mb^r''; 
could leave 'tiio police force if it proved ah' embarrassment to the,’ Party but . this did. 
not apply to the arsed forces. Ifcnibers' sometimes; in. the. past had had to do things : that _ ^ 

they considered an emabrrassment to’ the ' Party and’ had resigned, ,, Ano.thpr que s t i on" was* - x 

whether the authorities would not come "down on the Party if wo had a.-ruling of this 
nature. A Leys on Delegate said that. from his own., experience , in tfo forces he had 
not found that political activities iVere'^revente'di Ppr example,' discussion groups 
wore held. Ho himself knew of those'"who'' had; been';' 'tdf hod out of the forces because 
ai views held by thbru ; • 


of political 


Glasgow amen.ment lqst 
'Bloomsbury " ’ " 

■SW London " " 

'-Hac^iicy . /Paddi ngte h- ! - ■ ; - ’ 1 
■t'and Croydon 
Ealing & Lewishan " 
Ealing resolution " 


8-57 

13r54 

li-5.6 




r.M-i 


.1 r \n -: )' 


> v \ _ „ V; * ' ■' 
l * ' .1 ,, , l ALA. 


i i- 


•T' 




- -86-43 
5-64 

ZZ*4fr- h ; -' 

:.L dr • -/a -• -. . ■ > - 

RESOLUTION- Flitter & Bor.ender (■ Fulhaih )■” tSiat'. this" 1 Conference considers that any member who 
vo'iuntarilyi io other than 0 COnsC^ii) ^ 6 in s" the Armed forces (Army Navy and 
1 Air Force) shall bo deemed to havo acted in a manner detrimental, to the ... . > 

interests of the Party" <*•* i **•* 
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Fulham opened by saying that most members scorned to~agree that a --line- had to be- • 

drawn somewhere. The otjber resolut ions put forward by other b anches^'uMer.dthis^.. . ;■ v - 

heading by other branches wore of a similar nature. . West. .Han. 

for moDrMrsvof d-tfeijrparty tb-v'on^age,xih G tHEAklktighfb'f^'df .MSir fdlibw : w6rkers andM-V^-----™- 
they .[did sd -.it.', was-* a violation of the' Doc lafation of Principles. ' Paddington -supported 
the resolution claiming that it does not violate itho rules as was argued against the 
previous resolution and amendments . We should”, as Socialists, bo prepared to._-give. ! 

up things to safeguard our membership -of the -Party. Another. EC member, said thaii.he.was ~ 
opposed to members being in the Party -whet her' the were conscripted or volunteered 
for the forces. It was an- embarrassment to propagandists to be told of members 
volunteering for the forces and also an embarrassment to members personally. There. .were 
not many who volunteered and this was proSf of the strength of the case of those who 
wore opposed to it. A Hackney delegate said that when it became known that our members 
did not volunteer for the forces, while the-.y may.. not' agree with us, it the long run 
it would have a good effect on qur propaganda. Our, position would bo plain on this, 
and we should avoid judging cases on their merits. Marylebone said that the 
resolution condemns .members without -.a. hearing. -Another EC: member claimed' that -he;', could. 
soo little difference between, rthose : in the forces and.tcjose engaged ■ in the production 
of, arms. We must pot forger- that in -the past, anctonpw.to a more limitedt extent, and in. 
the future to ja greater 'extent, poverty forces workers into the armed forces. Edgware 
pointed out that if the rosolut ion'wore carried it would automatically follow -that 
members who volunteered for the forces would, be -expelled. A Hackney delegate pointed 
out that socialists like other workers rworo forced, to work for wages, and that the 
energies of cage workers during, the war ■ were used for.- the prosecution of that war-, yet 
those in the armed forces were more ^directly^ engaged in^ the slaughter. An EC member 
said that it was an embarrassment to him personally if members joined voluntarily. We 
had to draw a lino somewhere. If a ** 

we should take the same line with those that volunteer for the forces. F,om his own 
experience of the first world war his view was that, to ..-judge each case on its-omorits ,- 
from the point of view of the economic pressure of tho member concerned, was entirely 
unsatisfactory. Our policy is one of opposition to war and no members vo lunt eering 
for the jfo^ces should remain, wi .thin , ; o^ ,-r v % ^ £1 Qgm§>ippy j de logat'o' suggest ed. th atO & . ; .. 
we should 'iea^'^he'.'dqcision .for another 'year as .whatever the result- today it would not 
have 'the 1 unanimous supxiort of the' party. 'A Southend delegate said there was a 

danger of the party being c&lled’the party .that fightts for capitalism' if the resolution 
is lost. Another Blomsbury delegate said that the members of the forces had no 
choice in the mattor of strike breaking. An' EO member said that were we to judge this 
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from the point of view of the Party or Socialism ? If the former all members in any 
way connected with the forces should bo out of the Party. But we aim to capture 
the armed forces and if this resolution is Cartiod wo shan’t have one member in them. Th. 
army of Capitalism will grow larger and our difficulties will increase. .Another 
member of the EC said that it as no argument in favour of the resolution to say that 
members volunteering for the forces wore a source of personal embarrassment to other 
members. Fulham, in winding up, said they wore opposed to prying into the private lives 
of members. 

Resolution carried 36-25. 


RESOLUTION: - (Southend) "This. conference recommends that np member of the SPGB shall be 
a member of tho timed Forces". 

Resolution list 9-64. 


MESSAGES OF GREETING : were road from Dublin Socialist Group, S.P.of New Zealand, 

i: R. F- ank( Vienna) , S.P*of Australia and J. Boucher ( Afr ica ) . 

RESOLUTION. ( Croydon) "That this conference instructs the EC to enquire into the 
possibility of instituting a uniform procedure throughout the Party 
for dealing with applicants for membership.” 

Croydon said thut applicants wore not being asked the proper questions and the keeness 
of some branches to got members was overshadowing the importance of being certain of 
the ..pplicants understanding. A uniform syllabus giving a list of questions would 
prevent this. Edg.varo opposed tho resolution saying that members wore capable 
of asking the necessary questions, and if they wore not, a list of questions would 
not help as the members themselves would not know tho result. A Bloomsbury delegate 
said wo should moke it easier rather than’ more difficult for members to join the Party. 
We should got to know applicants personally and keep in tough with them. Some were 
nervous to join because of tho quo's t ions’ that might be ‘asked them. Jkrylebone supported 
the resolution on tho grounds that this method would be easier. Members sometimes ask 
questions teat are irrelevant 'and all questions] should bo simple 'and corer dur' case. 
South '] r e st L ndon were in 'fay.our saying that each applicant should be .treated in the , 
same manner “. If wo. make it easier for members to come in we are in danger of treating 
tho Declaration of Principles too lightly. Croydon i‘n winding up 'claimed that; even now 
come monb'ors did nbt' und.r stand the position and it was necessary to safogur d the 
future of tho Party. . . 

Resolution lost 23-50." 1 ' 

RES OLU TION- ( Kingston ) "That this conference, recommends that a Committee be set up to 
investigate the low return 'of ballot papers" 

Resolution carried ’36-29. 


• . •: •• . (4) propaganda ' : •• " 

( £>) 1948 Conforonco resolution. ' • • ..... . • 

RESOLU TION - ( Hacknoy ) " That this conforonco re-common .i s that .the post of Provincial 

Propagandist Organiser remain in', abeyance" . ' ' ' 

Amendment -{Executive Comm it too "That this conforonco recommends ’ be deleted". • 
Addendum -(Bloomsbury) "to add* unless in tho opinion of the EC a suitable candidate 
is available, _ 

The EC amendment was agreed to. 1 / ' ' 

Addendum carried 38-27. ' x 
As a Sub. Res. carried 38-27; ' 

RESOLU !gion - (Tottenham) "That this conference recommo’n as" that a fulltime paid London 
Propagandist Organiser be appointed immediately" . ’ 

Amo ndmont . - ( E. C . ) 11 To delete the words' that this conference recommends'" Agreed. 
A Addendum -( Bloomsbury) "To add'provi'dod that in tho opinion' of the EC a suitable 

candidate is available" ” " . _ . . . •; ] 

Araendmon t - ( Eal ing ) 11 To delete the word’ London '" A 

'Ealing amendment lost 24-33 V • ’ . . 

Bloomsbury addendum lost 25-32 
Resolution lost 7-46. 


(c) Propag a nda Statistics - no action. 

(d) Pr op agan da General . 

RESOLUTION - (Bradford) "That this conference deprecates tho use of the abbreviation 

SPGB on propaganda material , (luting speeches etc. when the general public 
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o pro sent” 

Resolution lost 7-29. 

j ITEM FOR DISCUSS ION. (Bradford) " 'Speakers Tests*. That the Branches he provided with a 

Standard sot of examination questions, in order that they may test, 
and if satisfactory pass their own members as Party speakers.” 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION . ( Palmers Green) "The position of now speakers who have not'takhn the 

How Speakers Test but who are speaking at outdoor meetings for the 
Party” . 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSIONl St.Pancras )"Po compulsory speakers tests assist the Party propaganda?" 
ITEM FOR DISCUS SION (Edgware) "That the Conference discuss the question of the Hew 

Speakers Test with a view to making it the respnsibility of the 
Branches. Each Branch to receive a series of set questions to ask 
prospective speakers etc. Also that all indoor lecturers shall 
have passed this test and other questions that may arise". 

An Eugwaro delegate said that the present procedure is confusing. The best people to 
judge speakers was the Branches themselves as Branch members see the individuals at 
work. It is inconvenient for _.rovinci al members to come to London to take the test. 

There wore also n number of London meetings lot down, because the official speaker 
did not turn up and no qualified speaker was present. The tests are often nerve 
wracking. Indoor lecturers are not compelled to take the test and surely the 
procedure should apply to all speakers or none. 

Palmors Green said that Branches now often held meetings with non-qualifi ed speakers 
when the official speaker had failed to arrive. An EC member (General Secretary) said 
that the tost was imposed by EC ruling which had been confirmed by conference and it 
was doubtful vdiether the procedure could be changed without a resolution submitted by 
a Branch for placing on the Conference Agenda. The test had worked satisfactorily and had 
stimulated members to study. Arrangements have been and can be made for provincial 
members to take the test in the provinces. 7ith regard to indoor lectures, the position 
is different. The .speaker has carefully prepared his subject are questions are 
generally on the subject specified. 

Fulham maintained that the procedure to take the tost was simple, and arrangements 
could always bo made for members to toko it. Branches are not the best people to judge 
speakers and he for one, would not like his Branch to undertake that responsibility. 

Party members seem worried, about the lack of speakers - this resolution will not 

alter it. A Bloomsbury delegate said that the test was not tied down to a set of 
questions but the idea of the tost was to get a general idea of the knowledge of the 
member. If Branches are capable of judging their own speakers they should not need 
sot questions. 

RESOLUTIOH- floss (Edg. are ) and Grow( Birmingham) "That this conference recommends that a 
Committee be set up to examine the question of speakers tests with a view 
to making it the responsibility of branches. To generally reorganise the 
existing new S_.eak.ers Test to cover both indoor and outdo: or meetings, and 
report to the next Delegate meeting”. 

After short discussion similar to that on the item for discussion Weeks (Ealing) and 
Kersloy (Bloomsbury) moved"That the vote be taken” and this was agreed to. 

The resolution was lost by a largo majority. 

RESOLU TIOH -Bor nard and Hopwood(St.Pancras)"That this conference is of the opinion that 
compulsory speakers tests do not assist Party Propaganda” 

An EC member opened for St.Pancras. He said that the Hew Speakers Test had been 
introduced by the Party to deal with the special conditions of war-time but conditions 
wore different now. Any member who understood the Party case would be a valuable 
asset on the platform. /mother EC member said that if Branches now use unqualified 
speakers the matter should be reported. The examining Committee had found a general 
weakness in the knowledge of economics. There is no set list of questions for use in 
thG New Speakers Tost. Camberwell said that had tho" ! adhered to the present ruling no 
meetings in their area would have been hold this inter. Another EC member put the view 
that all members are not capable of speaking on the outdoor platform. Some would-be 
speakers are unable to deal with the basic items of the Party case. If the Test is 
abolished there v 11 bo more complaints from Branches against speakers and the rule 
dealing with complaints against speakers would have to be applied. 

The opener wound up by saying that it was not the view of his branch that all members 
should be allowed to speak on the outdoor platform but that this should be left to the 
discretion of the branches. The best test for speakers is the platform itself. 

Resolution lost by a large majority. 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION S Southend) "That this conference recommends the EC to purchase a 

second hand van and to equip it with a platform roof and 1 udspeaker 
unit f r the use of a full-time propagandist". 

Southend said that in their opinion the days of the portable platform were over and 
groat advantage could be obtained from the laud speaker netho&tw 
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(5) LITERATURE 

(a) Delegate meeting recommendati on. In reply to a question the Editorial Committee sail 
that most of the material for the pamphlet on"War" had been collected and part of 

it had been written. They were unable to say when itwouldbe ready for publication . 

RESOLU TION -Nara ika and James (Hackney)" That this conference recommends the EC to carry 
out the Delegate meeting recommendation on the publication of'War and the 
Working class" 

The Eiitorial Committee said that if this resolution was carried they would have to 
scrap a large part of the work, already done. 

Resolution lost by a large majority. 

( b ) Delegate meeting recommendation 1948 . 

RESOLUTION - Milieu and Bryan "That this conference recommends that 2 page leaflets on 
variety of subjects similar to ' Introducing the SPGB* be produced" 

A manbor of the Editorial Committee said that he thought the idea was a good one and it 
would help thorn if Branches would let them know what they considered to be suitable 
subjects and also indicate articles in the 'S/S' which might be used. 

Resolution agreed to. 


( c ) P arty Publications(Bditorial ) 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION Paddington) "Can the ’S/S' bo improved" 

RESOLUTION- Walters and Bryan (Paddington) "That the Efitorial Committee circulate to 
Branches a list of suggested titles that would be suitable for inclusion 
in the »S/S»" 

A member of tbe Editorial Comnitteo remarked that it would be better if members 
concentrated on one particular subject. They wanted members, for example, to write 
about the industry in which they v/oro employed. Paddington said the idea would give 
the Editorial Committee very little work and would be worth trying. 

Resolution carried unanimously. 

The General Secretary asked conference to consider the present cost of the ’S/S’. The 
16 page edition now meant a loss- of £14. per month falling on HO funds. 

RESOLUTION - L«wrence and Goorge (Bloomsbury) "That the matter be referred to the Delegate 
Meeting and the EC circulate a report on the financial position to brandies" 

Resolution agreed to. 

RB§0FdffPNP ’iU56rrr6'-.and IC&rslovt 3i5on^burv)"That this conference recommends that the T S/S * 
I ■ * A)R if.be ..pri.ntodw.vlth)tho i old size ‘typo" • A* 

Resolution carried unanimously. 


(d) Party Publications (Distribut ion) 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION . (Baling) "Methods of selling party literature" 

Ealing said they had done very good work with door to door canvassing and selling the 
* S/ S * outside main line stations. Kingston said the sale of the * S/S * andits contents 
are connected. The number sold is very 1 w in comparison to the membership of the Party. 
Members are not satisfied with the standard of the 'S/S' and therefore do not make great 
efforts to sell it. A B1 -omsbury delegate said that he had personally never 

hesitated to sell the 'S/S'. The only way to improve it was for more able 'writers to 
conje along. The Central Circulating Committee had failed because members had no time to 
support it. We should bo at meetings of all organisations with our literature. 

RESOLUTIO N - Bernard and I-Iopwood "That this conference recommends tbe EC to circularise 
branches with a vie?; ‘■to finding out their attitude to purchasing 'S/S* 
from Head Office at retail selling price". 

RESOLUTION - McClaughlin and Ttotman( S.W.London) "That the EC be requested to consider the 
advisability of approaching the LCC and other bodies controlling parks and 
open spaces for permits to sell party literature on or in the parks and open 
space s" . 


Resolution carriod by a large majority* 

AMENDMENTS TO RULES . 

Leyton Branch 

Rule 2 line 3 - "Delete after 'being* the .ords'off icial due stamp* and insert'the 
signature of the Treasurer*" 


lost 

Rule 9-to read" Each Branch to remit to Head Office two thirds of dues collected" 

lost 


11-56 

11-56 


Amendment Crovdon Branch. "That the word* quarterly ' be inserted between the 

vrords'Hcad Office* and .'two thirds'" 


lost 11-56 
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•»- Groen Branch. 

v lino 1 - "Delete ’3d' and insort '4d' " lest 6-68 

S lino 2 - "Duloto '2d' and insert '3d"' lost 8-68 

,rston Branch 

FLo 3 - "Delete the lest sentence" lost 31-45 

;1 -orosbury Branch . 

Rule 13 - "Delete all after the word 'Quorum' and insort'Any member shall lapse from 

the EC if absent from throe consecutive meetings unless granted leave of 

absence by thb'.ECDifor Party business, holidays, sickness or other reasons 
acceptaMo to the EC; except that any member absent from six meetings in 
any quarter shall lapse". 

carried 43-29. 

Tottenham Branch. 

Rule 13 - "Delete all after 'quorum' and insert 'any member shall lapse from the EC if 

absent from three consecutive meetings or absent from six no et ings in any 

quarter unless granted leave of absence by the EC" 

lost 12-56. 

Kingston Branch 

Rule 19 - "Insert after* General Secretary' the words 'who shall sit Ex-Officio on the 
E.C." lost 29-43. 


S»"7. Load on Branch . 

Rule 25 - "To delete the rule as it stands and insert as foll.ws:- ' When matters of 

political or economic importance arise either nationally or internationally, 
the EC may, or upon the requisition of six or more branches shall call a 
Delegate Mooting-, In order that members shall have the fullest available 
information on the particular subject a report shall be placed before the 
delegates who in turn shall report to their branches who at a specially 
summoned mooting shall mandate their delegates to a delegate meeting which 
shall bo recalled by the EC within throe months of the initial meeting. The 
Delegate mooting shw.ll have tho power to (a) call a Party poll (b) instruct 
tho EC on tho matter before thorn. Delegate mootings shall be constituted as 
laid down in Rule 20'" 

lost 28-41. 

Amendment S .W» London . "To delete tho first sentence of tho proposed amendment to rule 25 
and to insert in its place the following:- "lien matters of political or 
economic importance arise, either nationally or internationally, tho EC may, 

or upon tho requisition of six branches, shall call a Delegate to D„ legate 

Meeting" . lost 18-58. 

Islington Branch. Proposed How Ru l e. "Each Branch, with tho exception of Central Branch, 
shall contribute to the Parliamentary Fund a minimum of 6d per Branch member. 

Tiro amount due sha.ll be calculated on the basis on the number of members 
at tho beginning of the quarter. Tho sum duo .shall bo paid within four weeks 
of the end of the quarter. At the request of tae Branch and for reasons d-^eimd 
sufficient by the EC the EC shall have power to waive tho contribution of 
that Branch. Branches shall not attempt to raise the sum by means of a 
personal levy upon the membership" lost 18-58. 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION . (Birmingham) "That the possibilities bo explored of obtaining permanent 

advertising sites on tho stylo of tho 'Wayside-Pulpit' boards, for 
exhibiting party posters and pithy Socialist slogans in overy city or 
town whoro a Branch or Group exists". 

This itom for discussion w: s movod as a resolution by Cook and Grew( Birmingham) and 

carried 25-4. 

RES OLU TION ) Jane s and Griff iths (Hackney) "That this conference recommends that large display 
advertisements be inserted in the'Picture Post' advertising the 'S/S' and 
'Russia Since 1917-"' 

lost by a large majority, 

RESOLUTION - (Ealing) "That this conference notes that in spite of the steady increase 

in tho Party size, press publicity is still deplorably insufficient andinstructs 
the EC to appoint a National Press representative whose duty it shall be to 
bring tho Party's name before tho National -^ress wherever possible". 

Ealing opened by saying that tho Party had never made a real effort in this connection. The 
experience would bo useful and if wo tried it for a year we could review the situation then. 
Hackney?- s view was that as the Party made a. re a ter impression on the Working class, 
publicity would naturally accuro. South West London thought that all members should 
write to tho pross and a National Press Office could later be appointed to co-ordinato 
their efforts. Camberwell said that many members write to the Pross but not all of 
their letters properly represent tho Party case. The question of National Prooss 


Publicity should bo loft to the Publicity Committee* An EC member said that the elc 
campaigns had she n "hat good work could bo done in this way, but those who could wi 
to the press wore also needed t write articles for the * S/S * Ealing weuhd up by 
saying the.t they had hod success with the; local press. Tho Publicity Committee already 
had too much to do and wo should have one member responsible for this work, and we shou A 
start as soon as possible in view of the approaching election. 

Resolution carried 63-0. 

(9) ORGAN I SAl'I OKS ABROAD 

1 TEM FOR D I S CUS S I ON { Pulliam Branch) "That Socialists in any country be allowed to join 

their nearest active group". 

There was a brief discussion on this item. 

Tho Overseas Secretary gave nows of tho group in Dublin and Comrade H. Cullen of this 
group addressed the conference. 

(8) ELECTORAL ACTIVITY . 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION. (Manchester) "That this conference is of the opinion that only 

monios(gif ts , donations, coloctions etc) specially ubscribed for 
the purpose of contesting Parliamentary action should bo used for 
that particular purpose, That no call whatever be made upon tho 
general funds of the Party and the EC is instructed to act 
accordingly" . 

Manchester opened by saying that they were opposed to tho running of candidates. The 
General Fund should be used to extend the Party propaganda uncluding Educational 
purposes. Money used for Paili ament ary activity should bo only that sent for that 
particular purpose- as using tho General Fund may stop other more useful activity. 
Paddington said that the Party had committed itsolf to Parliamentary activity and 
any money necessary should be drawn from tho Party Funds. No other lino was drawn 
when it came to questions of other forms of activity. Bloomsbury said that if 
Manchester's idea was adopted there might bo a brake on our electoral activity when funds 
wore exhausted. 

RESOLUTION - Poolo and Mattingly (Palmers Green) "That tho SPGB being a political Party 
shall contest elections whorevor and ".honovor' practiblo and shall use their funds 
accordingly". A general discussion took place but tho chairman ruler* R. IfcClaughlin 
of South West London Branch out of order for discussing the advisability of contesting 
elections. 

RESOLUTION - R.-McClaughlin and Rush(IIacknoy) "Tho chairman leave tho chair" 

■ n " rT ) Lost 4-37. 

A general discussion took, laco points from which ero as follows: - 
Some members wore opposed to Parliamentary activity and would not wish tho funds they 
contributo to bo used for this purpose. Other funds suffered when the Parliamentary 
fund increased, and therefore tho not cost of £80 which fell on the Party for the first 
oloction campaign did not represent an accurate figure. 

Resolution carried by a large majority. 

RESOLUTION -Moss and Ford" That this conferonco recommends that the EC together with 
. the Branches concerned make preliminary electoral* Arrangements at once, 
announce our prospective candidates and generally rrganise preparations 
between now and the general election"* 

Elgware said that the previous campaigns had been rushed and we should now make our 
arrangements in good time for the next election. A member of the Parliamentary 
Committee asked conference for a decision on the number of constituencies to be 
contested* When this decision had been made the Committee were ready to go right ahead. 

Resolution carried 38-4. 

RESOLUTION - Grew and Cook( Birmingham)" That this conference recommends that aftex* the 
forthcoming general election no constituency be contested unless a 
prospective candidate had boon adopted for a period of at least two years". 

Birmingham “./anted propaganda in the constituencies at least two years prior to the 
elections. We should have a number of candidates and the electors should be asked to 
provide the funds. Islington said it was questionable whether better results came from 
monoy spent in a fairly long period prior to an election father than in the election 
campaign itself. Leyton said that tho resolution focussed too much attention on the 
candidate So 

So solution lost by largomajori ty . 

ITEM FOR DISCUS S ION. (Lewisham) "Tho advisabily of contesting more than one constituency 

at tho next General Election". 

RESOLUTIO N-" That this conference recommends that in tho light of the EC's report, that 
wo contest both East Ham Soith and North Paddington at tho hext general 
oloction" (Moss and Ford - Edgwaio) 
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ritghiim said that members did not realise the amount of work involved in two 
actions. Paddington urged that members should be given work to do as that is what 
,.jey needed. V/e had at least 500 members in London and that was enough to iun two 
campaigns. 7ost Ham stated that there were enough members in the area of East Ham 
South to run a campaign. It was a good constituency in every respect. 

Resolution carried 51-8. 

OTHER BUSINESS. 

Comrade R. Vicary (Central Branch) asked for permission to address the conference. 

Resolution - Mi 11 on and Cottis"That Vicary be hoard" Agreed. 

Vicary raised the quest ion of non-representation of Central Branch members at 
Delegate i&jotings and Conferences* His plan was .hat Central Branch members should 
be permitted to express their views and register a vote on items on the agendas to 
the Central Branch Secretary. The majority decision on each resolution would 
constitute the Central Branch Vote. 

RES OLU TI OH -Mat t i ncr Iv and FI it ter" That this conference recommends the EC to consider 
the onfre nchising of Central Branch members for the Annual Conference 
and D a legato Moo t i ng" . 

AMENDMENT - McLaughlin and T. otmen(S.7. London) "That the EC be asked to consider the 
practicability of giving Central Branch members the opportunity of 
placing items on the final agenda and being represented at the annual 
conference and delegate meeting". 

Amendment carried by large majority. 

Sub*Resolut ion - ditto- 

(6) EDUCATION . 

RESOLUTION - Islington" That this conference instructs the EC to set up machinay to 

more effectively utilise the energies of those members who have passed . 
through the tutorial classes at Hoad Office" 

Islington oppressed dissatisfaction with the fact that members were going through these 
classes and their energies wore then lost to Party activity in this sphere. Edgware 
said that the machinery asked for by the resolution already existed Leyton asked 
for concrete suggestions. Marylebone suggested that members of the class should tour 
branches and receive the critism of experienced members. An EC member said that 
_~most of our e ucational work lacked purpose. Members should be given an opportunity 
to dcvelope the capabilities they possess and so be given a means of expression. 

Another EC member said the classes had been successful but in the long run i i depended 
to a great extent on the members themselves. There v:as no short cut to being an 
effective Party member- the only road was hard work. 

Resolution carried 57-8. • 

RESOLUTION - dames and Rush" That this conference recommends tee EC to review the'entire 
educational system". Agreed. 

RESOLUTION . - Flitter and Borender( Fulham) "That this conference recommends the EC to 
investigate the possibility of setting up a Research Bureau for the 
ben if it of all Forty Propagandists". Agreed. 

RESOLUTION -Flitter and Verity"That this conference recommends that the EC consider the 
possibility of running a Party summer week-end school" Agreed. 

(10) FINANCE 

No action. 

(11) MISCELLANEOUS . 

RES OLU TI ON - Moss (Edgwaro) Coster (Layton) "That future Delegate meetings be extended 

to two days and that tho second day bo given over for 'Items for discussion" 
AMENDHEN T - Flitter and Borendcr( Fulham) "Delete all after 'two days' and insert 'after 
tho completion of all business the remainder of the time be given over 
to items for discussion" 

Fulham said that the business should be completed before "Items for Discussion" be dealt 
with. 

Amendment lost by large majority. 

Resolution carried 31-20. 

RESOLUTION- (Bradford) "That tho EC take any necessary action, by legal process or 

otherwise to xorevent the deliberate and fraudulent mis-use -f the name of 
the Party by certain Natoonal newspapers who on all possible occasions 
refer to the British Labour P^.rty as the Socialist Party" 

Resolution lost 2-64. 
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RESOLUTION - (Bradford) "That this conference recommends that all written communicators 
from Party bronchos or Hoad Office to outside organisations or persons be 
made on approved printed Party stationery" 

ABIi'EUIMl - (Croydon) "That the words’ to bo obtained from Head Office’ bo added after 
the word Stationery 

Addendum carried 36-16 
As A Sub.Ros. " 39-18. 

RESOLUTION -( Bradford)" That this conference consider the implication that by our own 
uso of the title' The Socialist Party* of Groat Britain we are tacitly 
admitting that some oth r political party - The British Labour Party- 
is ' The Socialist Party " instoad of oursolvos. 

Resolution 1 st 2-70. 

RESOLUTION - (Southend) That this conference recommends that the SPG3 adopts tho title 
of the ’World Socialist Party" 

AMENDMENT -(Executive Committee) "To delete the words 'that this conference recommends" 

Agreed. 

ADDENDUM - (Birmingham) "To add'Or such title as will indicate the international 
character of the Party" 

AMENDMENT -(Fulham) "That the words ’and its companion parties' bo inserted between 
the words ' Dr i t i an * and * Adopt s'". 

Birmingham said that as wo worked for World Socialism we should call oursolvos 'i 
"Tho World Socialist Party". Manchester did not soo how a change of namo would 
avoid confusion. Bloomsbury said that our job was to deal with tho British 
Capitalist Class. If we changed our namo tho workers would think that the SPGB had 
disappeared. Southend said that a now title would emphasise our international 
character and distinguish us from reformist organisations. 

Fulham amendment lost 17-57 
Birmingham addendum " 11-63 
Southend resolution " 20-54 

I TEH FOR D I SCU 3 S I ON ( S ou tho nd ) "That this conference, wishes to draw tho attention of the 

EC to tho fact th. t resolutions from branches to .conference, if 
carried, arc not recommendations but instructions to tho EC. We 
therefore assort that tho Standing Orders Committee has no right 
to preface conference resolutions with' That this conference 
recommends'" 

RES OL UTION - Kerr and Carver(Wost Ham)"That it is a violation of Rule 23 for tho EC 
to place motions and amendments before the Annual Conference and for 
Standing Ardors Committee to alter the wording of motions and amendments 
as submitted by branches." 

AJJENDHEN T - McLaughlin and Trotman(SW London) "That this conference protests against 

the alteration of any resolution sent in by branches without the consert 
of the Branch" . 

Tho General Secretary said that tho EC this year had recognised that resolutions sent 
in by branches should not have been prefaced by the Standing Orders Committee with 
tho words ' That this conference recommends ' and tho EC had accordingly placed a 
number of amendments on the agenda to bring tho resolution back to the form required 
by the branches who had submitted thorn. As far as tho placing of items on the. agenda 
by the EC was concerned this had been previously done by a- -number SffcEC'E on other 
occas i ons . 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Sub. Res. agreed. 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION :- Paddington Branch "Socialism and Marxism". 

RESOLUTION - Coster (Leyton) and FI it ter ( Fulham)" That this item be deferred until 
the Autumn Delegate meeting" Agreed. 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (Croydon)" Amplification of EC reprts ". 

Croydon said we neodod more information as to what actually was said at EC meetings’.' 

Tho General Secretary said it would be difficult to do more than was being done at 
present with the present party staff position. 

S-ESOAUTION - MacLuughlin and Trotman( SdLondon)" That the EC be requested to see that all 
sub committee' reports are submitted in writing and are issued with EC 
reports to branches" Cd 19-9. 

RESOLUTION McLaughlin and Cottis"That Fraternal Greetings be sent to Socialists abroad" 

agreed. 

Durring tho conference there we ro present 74 delegates representing 25 branches. Socles 
Branch not being represented, 

C.C.Groves, 

General Secretary, 

23rd April 1949. 


